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Make Reservations Early 


Formal invitations to the F. P. A. dinner 
for Lord Robert Cecil on April 2 will be 
mailed to members the end of this week. | 
Because of the limitation of space and be- | 
cause invitations to non-members will be. 
-ent out next week it is urged that mem- 
ers send in their reservations for themselves 
cad their guests as early as possible after 
receipt of invitation. | 
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‘the Extension of the Ruhr Occupation 


W ITH the occupation last week of 
Karlsruhe, Mannheim and Darm- 
stadt, the French military operations be- 
vond the Ruhr basin are steadily being ex- 
tended. Except for these developments, 
there appear to be no essential changes in 
the situation. In the meantime, British 
public opinion is steadily consolidating in 
opposition to the French venture. This 
was strikingly illustrated in an article by 
Sir Philip Gibbs in the New York World 
last Sunday. He said: 


“France has produced undying hatred in Ger- 
many, as well as despair, hunger and disease, and 
has raised against herself the moral disapproval 
of every man and woman in the world who stands 
for fair play rather than brutality, for European 
civilization rather than for French militarism 
and for the humble working men and women with 
their hungry children, whether they be German, 
French, Russian, English or any nationality, race 
or eelor whatever. France no longer pretends to 
believe that her action in Germany will produce 
indemnities. Instead, French public opinion 
says, ‘We are out for security. We intend to 
smash Germany, and if we smash Europe in the 
process, sa much the worse.’ 

“There Would be something in that argument 
from the French point of view if security were 
obtained. It would be selfish but logical, non- 
moral but nationally excusable. But it is untrue. 
France is not gaining her security by smashing 
Germany and dragging down Europe. 

“Out of that hatred which she is inflaming 
every hour of every day in German hearts and 
out of that despair she is causing in every coun- 
try dependent upon German industry for its own 
prosperity, there will come one day fearful! retri- 
bution.” 

Bonar Law, speaking in the House of 
Commons, March 6 said: 

“There is no doubt whatever that the French 
Government have not gained by their adventure 
in the Ruhr. There has been a very heavy loss 
and if that continues what the end of it all will 
be I do not venture to prophesy. But that loss 
is not all on one side. What has happened is 
that the jugular vein of Germany has been cut, 


and that must be ruinous to Germany. What- 
ever the ultimate outcome may be, there is less 
ability on the part of Germany to pay repara- 
tions as a result of the French action. Every- 
- in the House would be glad to see the end 
of it.” 


British By-Elections 


WO striking defeats which the Bonar 
Law Cabinet Ministry have suffered in 
by-elections during the last week are at- 
tracting wide attention in England and 
abroad. Sir Arthur Griffith Boscawen, 
Minister of Health, was defeated by the 
Labor candidate and Lieutenant-Colonel 
G. F. Stanley, Under-Secretary for Home 
Affairs, by the Liberal candidate. Both 
elections seem to have been fought out 
primarily on the domestic question of hous- 
ing, though incidentally the attitude of 
Bonar Law towards the Ruhr was attacked 
in both campaigns. There seems to be little 
reason to believe, however, that these two 
upsets will force either the resignation of 
the Cabinet or a new election. Rather, 
they may force a reconciliation between 
the two wings of the Conservative party. 
A third defeat announced March 6, that 
of John Waller Hills, Financial Secretary 
of the Treasury, by J. H. Hayes, Laborite, 
will probably hasten this consolidation of 
the Unionist forces. 


The Debt Settlement 


ORTUNATELY, the Senate eliminated 

from the British Debt Refunding Bill 
one of its worst features, the gratuitous 
provision that subsequent refunding ar- 
rangements with the other debtor nations 
must be concluded on terms “not more fav- 
orable”’ than those accepted by Britain. 
This would have been an obvious impossi- 
bility. Colonel Harvey’s speech in London 
of March 1, demanding the formal repudis- 
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tion of the Balfour note, synchronizing 
with the signature of the Debt Bill by 
President Harding, was not only in 
wretched taste but full of half truths. 


James G. McDona np. 
The Miracle of Austria 


TEP by step the League of Nations’ 

plan for the reorganization of the eco- 
nomic life of Austria goes forward. On 
February 21 the Reparation Commission 
formally waived for twenty years al! 
rights to Austrian property and revenues 
under the Treaty of St. Germain. Just 
previous to that an ad interim loan of 
3,590,000 pounds was negotiated in Eng- 
land to tide over the country until the 
larger loan authorized by the League could 
be arranged. The total authorized loan is 
over 650,000,000 gold crowns. Last week 
another ad interim loan for 1,800,000 
— was twice oversubscribed in Lon- 
don. 


Administration Supports Arbitral Award 


HE United States Government Febru- 

ary 6 paid the sum of $12,239,652.47 to 
the Norwegian Government under the 
Award rendered on October 13 last by the 
Hague Tribunal of Arbitration for ships 
requisitioned by the Emergency Fleet Cor- 
poration during the World War. In mak- 
ing the payment, however, and thus sup- 
porting the principle of international ar- 
bitration, Secretary Hughes made certain 
reservations to the effect that the “award 
is not to be deemed to possess an authori- 
tative character as a precedent.” The 
Secretary of State’s prompt acquiescence 
in the adverse award is all the more credit- 
able because of his strong conviction that 
the court “proposed and applied an un- 
warranted rule.” 


The Administration and the Court 


ECRETARY HUGHES’ reply of March 
7 to the inquiry of the Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee of the Senate, relative 
to the attitude of the Administration to- 
wards the optional clause for compulsory 
jurisdiction in the Permanent Court of In- 
ternational Justice, was a masterpiece of 
political strategy. He made clear beyond 
any possible doubt that unless the Senate 
is prepared to break definitely with its con- 
sistent policy of opposition in the past to 
such compulsory jurisdiction, it would be 
futile for the Administration to suggest 
that this government accept it. 
President Harding in his letter of March 
5 in response to the resolution of the Ohio 
Assembly made a clear and persuasive 
statement of the reasons for the United 
States participating in the Court. He said: 
“We may be sure that differences will always 
arise among states and peoples, precisely as they 
have always arisen between individuals, and just 
as courts of justice in equity have been set up 
to determine issues as between individuals, so it 


is proper and logical that provision should be 
made for a like adjudication of those differences 
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between nations and peoples which may properly 
be committed to such determination.” 

If the President insists, there is little 
doubt that the Senate will in December 
promptly accept the Internationa] Court. 
Such acceptance cannot, however, be a 
substitute for a constructive foreign policy. 
The Administration must do much more if 
it is to help stave off threatening disasters 
in Europe. But as a first step the Court 
proposal is worthy of nation-wide support. 
Only through such support will the Ad- 
ministration be encouraged to go further. 

Russian Developments 

“T° WO items of news from Paris in refer- 

ence to Russia within the last few days 
are significant. From the Quai d’Orsay 
comes the announcement of a _ possible 
commercial mission to Moscow. This sug- 
gestion was immediately attacked but was 
vigorously defended by the friends of Poin- 
caré. George Tchitcherin, Soviet Foreign 
Minister, has announced that a French 
Mission looking towards the restoration of 
trade between France and Russia wou!d Le 
welcomed, but that under no circumstances 
would an investigating mission be received. 
It would not be surprising if out of the in- 
formal negotiations now being carried on 
between the two countries something like 
de facto if not de jure recognition might 
come. 

A similar shift in the attitude towards 
the Soviet regime is being manifested by 
the Russian emigres whose headquarters 
is Paris. Basile Maklakoff, a Constitu- 
tional Democrat, appointed Ambassador to 
France by Kerensky, declared, March 4, 
that he and his associates were prepared 
to return to Russia and work with the ex- 
isting regime “when the Moscow Govern- 
ment renounces governing by the domina- 
tion of the Communist Party alone; when 
it recognizes private property as the basis 
of the economic regime, and recognizes the 
existence of the civil and political rights 
of all citizens and guarantees the participa- 
tion in government of representatives of 
other parties and other social classes. 
Then,” he declared, “reconstruction will be 
possible.” 

Obviously, these conditions cannot be ac- 
cepted in toto by the Soviet Government 
without committing political suicide. None 
the less they offer a promising basis for 
negotiation. 


SENATOR WM. E. BORAH 
will speak in behalf of 
RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 
at Lexington Theatre 
Lexington Avenue and 5lst Street 
SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 1923, AT 2 P. M. 
Under the Auspices of the World War Veterans 
GENERAL ADMISSION FREE. 


Boxes $25.00 each and Reserved Platform Seats 
at $2.00 each may be secured from 


Borah Mass Meeting Committee, 
167 West 12th Street or Stuyvesant 4542. 
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